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Tech institute starts state’s first NPTEL 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/aurangabad/Tech-institute-starts-states-first-NPTEL/articleshow/51847745.cms 
 

Aurangabad: City-based MGM's Institute of Biosciences and Technology (IBT) has become the first institution in 

Maharashtra to start a National Programme on Technology Enhanced Learning (NPTEL) online certification course 

among the other 21 colleges in India.  

 

NPTEL is an initiative by the seven Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and Indian Institute of Science (IISC) for creating 

course content in engineering, science and humanities discipline funded by ministry of human resource development 

(MHRD).  

 

MGM IBT director Sanjay Harke said, "Considering the need to disseminate teaching and learning content of high quality 

through all available media, NPTEL would be the foremost step in this direction and will use technology for 

dissemination of knowledge and study material to students." 

 

"Students can supplement their learning by going through the content. Working professionals can also benefit by 

refreshing their knowledge using this source," he added. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/aurangabad/Tech-institute-starts-states-first-NPTEL/articleshow/51847745.cms
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"NPTEL provides e-learning through online web and video courses in engineering, science and humanities streams. The 

online courses are free for all and anybody from 13 years and above can join the course, which is taught by professors, 

scientists and experts from IIT and IISC," explained Harke. 

 

"There will be online assignments, projects and assessment for enrolled students. On completion of certification exam 

with nominal examination fees certificate is given by IIT Madras," said assistant professor at NPTEL local chapter MGM 

IBT, Kiran Pawar. 

 

The course is beneficial to students and teachers to increase academic quality. 

 

"The pioneering initiative and efforts by the institute in education will go a long way to boost the digital India initiative in 

Maharashtra , said Manvendra Kachole, director of MGM research.  

NITI Aayog report favours entry of foreign universities in India 
http://www.catchnews.com/social-sector/niti-aayog-report-favours-entry-of-foreign-universities-in-india-

1460780343.html 

Foreign universities may soon set up campuses in India if the PMO and HRD Ministry approve a report by the NITI Aayog 

that is in favour of the proposal. 

The proposal was originally made by the previous UPA government and had been opposed by the BJP. 

According to the report, foreign education providers could come in via three routes: a new law to regulate their 

operation in India; deemed universities under an amendment of the UGC Act; and, tweaking UGC and AICTE regulations 

to permit joint ventures, says The Indian Express. 

The report says that foreign universities will help increase the base of higher education in India, increase competition 

and improve standards of higher education. 

"India stands to gain from setting up of foreign universities in terms of availability of resources both human and 

financial, state-of-the-art teaching methodology, research and innovation...," says the report. "Capital expenditure in the 

cost of setting up an institution is high and land and buildings are also a major issue. Entry of foreign universities and 

leveraging FDI will offset some of these costs." 

The issue of foreign universities in India is on the discussion agenda of the new education policy that will be revealed 

this year. 

To counter objections that foreign universities in India might be too expensive for most of the population, the report 

said "financial assistance in the form of loans and scholarships should be made available to deserving students 

irrespective of their ability to pay based on merit-cum-means". 

  

http://www.catchnews.com/social-sector/niti-aayog-report-favours-entry-of-foreign-universities-in-india-1460780343.html
http://www.catchnews.com/social-sector/niti-aayog-report-favours-entry-of-foreign-universities-in-india-1460780343.html
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April 15 

IIT fee hike not applicable to existing students 

http://indianexpress.com/article/education/iit-fee-hike-to-be-applicable-from-academic-year-2016-17/ 

 
The Union Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD) has clarified on April 13 that the IITs fee hike announced 

recently will be applicable from 2016-17 onwards. 

The Ministry said that “the revised fee would be applicable for students taking admission starting from the academic 

year 2016-17 onwards. The students currently studying would continue to pay at the existing rates.” 

The government had recently decided to increase the annual fees for undergraduate courses from existing Rs 90,000 to 

Rs 2 lakh, a rise of 122 per cent, from the upcoming academic session. 

Earlier, there had been protests by students of IIT-Kharagpur, after which the HRD ministry issued the clarification saying 

that students who are already enrolled in undergraduate courses have been spared from the 122 per cent fee hike. 

In a letter written to directors of all IITs also, HRD ministry clarified that the revised fee would be applicable from the 

academic year 2016-17 onwards. 

The order came a day after IIT-Kharagpur students protested by shouting slogans at the campus against the fee hike. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/education/iit-fee-hike-to-be-applicable-from-academic-year-2016-17/
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IIT-Kgp director Partha Pratim Chakraborty wrote an open letter to students saying that the protests have left him “very 

unhappy”. 

“Unfortunately for me, in this instance, many undergraduate students did not have the basic courtesy to first engage 

with us before creating a disturbance and made some very unusual remarks on those receiving the waivers,” he said, 

hoping that better sense would prevail in the future. 

“In the social media, other than expressing their problems, many students made disparaging comments on those 

receiving waivers which were completely unwarranted,” Chakraborty said. 
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